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NEWS

Students protest Vermont plan
to obtain Hydro-Quebec power

By Kristan Schiller
By the end of April, the Vermont
Public Service Board must decide
| whether or not to sign a twenty year
| contractto buy electricity from Phase
{ II of Hydro-Quebec’s James Bay
Project. A group of Middlebury stu-
dents have protested the signing of
| the contract by participating in a
number of demonstrations and circu-
latiing a petition.

Vermont utilities see the hydro-
electric power that the project gener-
ates as a cheap source of power that is
less damaging to the environment
than power from fossil fuels. Enact-
ing Phase II entails the diversion of
eight major rivers in the James Bay
area and would cause wildlife de-
struction on a grand-scale and neces-
sitate the relocation of the Cree Indi-
ans and Inuit Eskimos, who are among
the last indigenous peoples in North
America.

“They’ve already done Phase I.
Phase IT is what they 're proposing to
do if Vermont buys the power. If
they don’t have any support to buy
into the contract, they might not go
ahead with it. That’s the whole thing
we're basing our fight against,” said
former Environmental Quality Presi-
dent Susan Oddsen 90 who has taken
action to prevent this environmental
overhaul with a handful of other
Middlebury students and Vermon-
ters. Phase I entailed the building of
asetof dams which has already caused
“a lot of damage,” Oddsen said.
| “Some people in the government
| here say: *Vermont's not the place
| for the fight. You should go up and
| protest in Canada.’ But the thing is
| that Vermont should be responsible
=

to other parts of the world,” Oddsen
explained. “You can’t just ignore
Canada.”

Acting on this belief, Oddsen
teamed up with Greg Western, '91,
and Corey Chase, '92, to urge the
Middlebury community to sign peti-
tions which will be presented to the
government as a show in opposition
to Phase II. In about two weeks, the
activists have obtained at least 500
signatures from Middlebury students.

“A lot of students have been ac-
tive, as far as going to the off-campus
events,” Oddsen said.

The fight against Phase II began
for about thirteen Middlebury stu-
dents on February 20, when they
expressed their views at a public

from other students.

According to Oddsen, Assistant
Professor of Northem Studies Wil-
liam Howland has been highly sup-
portive of the issue because he under-
stands its effects on the Indians and
Eskimos. Howland is unable to take
any concrete stance, however, as he
has been called upon “by both sides”
to be a mediator due to his expertise
in Northern Studies.

The Cree And Inuit, the two cul-
tures of the James Bay region of
northern Quebec affected by Hydro-
Quebec, have been historically atodds
witheachotheroverland and hunting
rights. The impact of Phase Il upon
their lifestyles, however, has
prompted them to put aside their dif-

“If they don’t have any support to buy into the
contract, they might not go ahead with it.
That’s the whole thing we’re basing our fight

against.”

— Susan Oddsen ’90

hearing held in Montpelier by the
Vermont Public Service Board.
Within a week, these students had
also participated in a national rally
that occurred in the state capitol that
focused on Hydro-Quebec.

Since February, Oddsen and oth-
ershave collaborated with concerned
Vermont citizens, University of Ver-
mont students, and other organiza-
tions such as the Vermont All Spe-
cies Project and the Native American
Solidarity Network. The Middle-
bury-based group EQ (Environmental
Quality) has been integral in both
initiating action and soliciting action

ferences and has brought them to-
gether in protest.

About forty Cree and Inuit trav-
elled to the states together from a
Cree village on the Great Whale River
near Hudson Bay, about 900 miles
from Vermont, in order to bring them-
selves and their plight closer to the
consciousness of Americans. Leav-
ing on a dog sled on March 7, the
group paddled into Burlington on
Thursday, April 5, in an “odeyak,” a
boat built by native elders that is half
canoe and half kayak, to symbolize
the union of the Cree, who use ca-

(continued on page 3)
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