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Local Global Warming
Coalition Convenes

By Micha Rakpanichmanee
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Bortz, who also leads the Rip-
fon-based Spiril in Mature pro-
gram, sprarneads the Muoltifaith
Global Warming Action Coalition
sembership includesa long List of
religious groaps, such as Unilariin
Universalists, Congregationalists,
Cuakers

Episco-
palkatis. In acddi
bieh, several en-
vironmentally
concerned
members of
Middiebury
College have jnvolved themsebees
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over the Years .-'n.,:ll'.i!; wilh Kosem-
berg are Sustainable Campus Co-
ordinator Connie Bisson, global
warming expert and Benjamin E
Wissler Professor of  Physics
Fichard Wollzon, as well ax
renowned environmentalist and
auihor, Visiting Scholar Bill McE-
ibbien

[ni the past, the Coalition has
collaborated with many  cam-
paigns led by Environmental
Cluality {ECH. Likewise, some EQ
remshers are repular Particapanls,
even board members of the Coali-
Becanse of academic. con-
flicts, however, only two Middle-
bury students attended the Now, 29
niLTtJﬂg. Fache| Coftan 13 5 6@
the EQ Executive Board, E_",|1:||.|:.I
Berg '05 15 a member of the new
student group called Middlebury
Initiative for Sustainable Develop-
ment (M5,

Local Plans to Save the World
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Che Coalition, however, did
agproee  overwhelmingly the
many dangers posed by global
warming. McKibben cited evi

dence that by 2050, there could be
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[Because of global wa nﬁ-ir_'ng] there'll
be no skiing, no fall foliage, no maple
trees, no maple syrup.

—Reverend Paul Bortz,

director of Spirit in Nature

one of 16 regronal climate analyses
natiomwide, conducted at the re
quest of the Presidential Science
Advisor [n response to-the Con-
gressional Act af 159

According to NERA, Il the gix-
degree rise is-added to the 30-year
annual average temperatuce In
Boston, MWazs, [51.3 -:!|!|:,;.'q'r'. from
106 ] - 19007, the resill i aboul the
equivalent of the 30-Vear nmil
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Wa. [57.7 degress). Similarly, if a
[0-degree increase is  added,
Beston's temperature: would be-
come the average temperature of
Atlanta, Ga (615 degrees).
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coiald affect the weather patlerns,
afiimal habitats and species com-
position of New England, accord-
img bo an August 2000 study by the
Tellus Institote for the World
Wildlife Fund, entitled "New Eng-
land’s Global Warming Solutions"
The study cited sertous threats to
the regional economic and recre-
ational sectors,

"There'll be no skiing, na fall
fohiage, ne maple trees, no mapke
syrup, Boriz explained.

Boriz also noted two Bssues that
he believes to be pesults of global
“Bulfaloes ull
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Line campalgn, proposed by
McKibben, is tooalert Vermont
winler enthusiasks to these projec-
tions. Ideas that came up during
the brainstorming session include
passing out literature and talking
o people on ski slopes;

"It invalves tapping inlo some-
thing that’s symbalic of Vermont,
sad Bisson. "Save Winler, Save
Maple Svrup, Save the Foliage. We
want o link up with people from
Lthat standpoint. Tying into that, we
also wanl o offer them |'||'|."r:|'-\.1il!|'
chaices that will make a difi=rence
in reducing the negative impact on
tha climate”

Anather campaien, strongly ad-
wocated by Wellson, 15 to reserve a
few prominent parking spaces
downtown for promoting Low
Emission Vehicles (LEVE), LEVs
are mewly manwfactured card that
Felodse |eis 5!TI.'t'I]|'|II1I'-\.-I! jises thinia
allowed by the federal emissions
standards, Vermont, New York,
blassachusetts and Maine have
adopted LEV programs to reduce
regional air pollution. As the pro-
Brinm DECOMmEs |-|.1||1_.' ||1pp|.|'a;|1_'||lq,:|:|.
thee At Pallation Contral Division
of Vermont will pot register non-
LEV wehicles.

The Coalition wants to adver-
tise LEVs as an environmentally
friendly allernative to larger, less
fiecl-efficient cars, like SUVs. The
plan &5 1o ask the town for some
visible parking spots, as well a5 re-
ligicus organizations for reserved
spaces in church ortemple parking
lots. The Coalition- will comtact
local car dealers for avaifable
LEVS; and-will place Hterature on

Spring Break 2002
Jamaica, Cancun, Bahamas or
Florida, Join Student Travel
Services, America's #1 Student
Tour Operator. Promaote Lrips
at Middlebury College earn
cash or po free,
Information/Reservations
1-800-648-4849 or
www.ststravel.com

the advertised car for passersby.

Another plan, appropriately
suggeatéd by Roszepberg, 8 (o
lobby Middiebury Selectmen and
bocal orgamzattons on vehicle buy
ing decisions

Moreover, I-'.||:-u'|'.||:'|'i__l. ]:-|'-.:-|:lr:-'.rnl
lobbying state legisiatures to avoid
any “regressive subsidies,” which
awand qu;ﬂllll:.' discounts for RS-
line or electricity,

Some other ideas include phac
ing bike racks at churches and
fermpies and selling sip a Booth to
etucate the public about LEVs and
global warming during the Mid-
dlebury Union High School spring
evienk.

The Challenges of Successful
C.u.n:l!!:lig ﬂil'lE.

“lhe goal 15 1o educate peopli
and inspire them boo want to
change their litestyle,” said Cotlon.
She sees the positive campaign

We seem to be rethinking [our
campaigning method]. Something
like the anti-SUV program might not
be as successful as ... positive solutions
[like] the Yellow Bike Program.,
—Rachel Cotton ‘03

“groups. But students should be re
sponatble for damg i,

"I doat’t think anyone is partic-
ularly well-pducnied oo the ghobal
wirming issue, excepl bor a very
small number of people,” said
Woallson, "Is a complicated sub-
ject, and there are a kot of grounds
for misconception.”

"We're not going to require thal
everybhody Like a course on global
warming, he continued, "This is
fat - College problem; ifs coun-
tr-wicke There isn't a Lot of con-
troversy about plobal warming
But the problem is that people who
dont believe in global warming
are very vocal-and very well fund
ed. They don't understand ihal
there g a VEry firm contemies on
the part of the scientific commu-
nity that global warming is hap-
pening.”
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Positive campalgning.

“We seem 1o be réthinking [our
campaigning  method]” added
Cotton. "Something like the anti-
SUN program might not be as suc
cessful as offering positive solu-
tions, with the Yellow Bike
Program, for exampie.

Whike optimistic of the public
rEspaInde D o posmilve campalgn,
several members of the Coalition
recognize the challenges that liz
ahead.

Bortz noted the impertance ol
receptiveness on  Middlebury
campus, in addition to-the town.
"[The Colleps] ks a concentration
o The single ughest voling popu-
lation in' the country” he re-
marked. In addition; Bortz cited a
suryey that found half of the 1,000
cars owned by Middlebury stu-
dents, facalty and staff o be 5UVE.

I think more awareness needs
to be raized” sald Ben Brouwer
04, who is on the EQ Executive
Board. "It could very well be the
rale of EQ or MISIY or some ather

dents.

Asfor the fact that LH:II:|' Twia slu
dents were able 1o make the Coali-
tion meeting, Lorte sud, " Students
don't seem oo bip on planming.
They like to do stuff”

“1 think [studenis| are relative-
Iy active” said Rosenberg, "Bur it's
very seasonal, They have a differ-
ent- rhythm of invobvement from
the town. On the whole, towns-
people are-more involved on &
year-round  basis
move involved ‘when they don't
have exams.”

However, the question of in-
volvement may rise abowve time
commitment, in Wolfson's opin-
fom,

“Ten to 20 percent of the land
area of Bangladesh will be under-
swikter- i the projections are true,”
he said, "Do we have a responsitil-
ity of relocating these people when
weemit 25 percent of the waorld's
greenhouse gases and when the
United States. & one of the coumn-
tries refusing to go along with the
Eyoto Protocol? That's an ethical
question people should be asking
themselves”

Students are
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Editorial

A Necessary Conversation: Campus Safety

Since the burglary and assault that occurred in Hadley last Friday, the entire
Middlebury College community is aware that our safety cannot be taken for grant-
ed. Students and administrators must now reassess campus security, bearing in
mind that our rural community is not immune to crime.

The College administration and the Department of Public Safety have taken steps
to protect students by locking all residence halls, effective as of last night. This will
continue until further notice because the suspects in the burglary have not been
apprehended. While authorities continue to investigate, The Middlebury Campus
| Editorial Board trusts the Department of Public Safety to use its discretion in lock-
| ing dormitory buildings.

It is crucial, however, that all members of the College community convene and
discuss how the College should proceed in dealing with security issues before any
permanent security policy is implemented.

The Student Government Association (SGA) is holding a public “emergency”
meeting, tentatively scheduled for this Thursday at 9 p.m. in the Robert Jones
Seminar Room, to address a bill regarding dorm safety and other security concerns.
[n addition, Community Council has been directed to begin an investigation and
evaluation of policies about dorm security and student safety. These are only the first
steps toward ensuring that the entire College community are involved in all long-
term decision-making.

By the time classes resume in Winter Term, the Department of Public Safety must
have formulated a more long-range plan for securing residence halls that does not
involve 24-hour lockdown. We hope that this decision will be a product of commu-
nity-wide consensus.

After the break, we urge the College leave residence halls unlocked but encourage
students to take the responsibility to protect themselves and their possessions by
locking their individual rooms at night and when they leave the building. By taking

the initiative to secure their rooms and their belongings, students can contribute to |

fostering a safer environment.

Nevertheless, we cannot let the locking of residence halls give us a false sense of
security. Doors can still be propped open and those who wish to enter a building can
enter with others.

The College can also take more attainable and less intrusive steps to increase
safety. As it continues to expand, parking lots will move toward the periphery of
campus. College officials must realize that new remote lots, as well as current periph-
eral lots, will require increased security. At many colleges of comparable size and
locale, blue phones are successfully integrated into campus landscapes.

While Middlebury already utilizes call boxes at parking lots and other locations,

none of these have the features of blue phones, which sound an alarm and set off

flashing lights if touched by a person in danger. Adding blue phones can be easily |

| implemented and will be a deterrent to potential attackers. It would be prudent for
the College to utilize blue phones, but also for it to take into account the aesthetic
values that are part the Facilities Planning mission.

Campus lighting must also be addressed. Currently, broad expanses of walkways
are poorly lit, raising issues of security and general safety of students. There must be
ample lighting for students to walk safely across campus at night, but this does not
mean that all paths must flooded with light.

One possibility is to have a single, well-lit and visible pathway connecting all aca-
demic buildings, providing an alternative to other routes not as effectively illumi-
nated. A similar path could be constructed to connect residence halls. It is not nec-
essary for this to be the most direct path. What is crucial is that there will be at least
one well-illuminated route for students to take, because we must consider that some
students are uncomfortable walking in poorly lit areas at night.

The College has many decisions to make in the coming weeks about campus
safetry, and in doing so should be actively to listening to student voices.
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-Rachel Cotton ’03-

“Yellow Fleet” Saves Cash and Gas

ere the people who
ticketed  everyone’s
Sports Utility Vehicles
(SUV) last year. We also fixed up
a bunch of bikes, hoping that they
would be taken for rides, loved
and left in appropriate locations

after use. With the introduction of

national security,. One of
Kennedy’s most compelling argu-
ments is based on a one mile per
gallon increase in auto fuel effi-
ciency yielding more oil than is
contained in two Arctic National
Wildlife Refuges. In extending
this logic, he notes that a 2.7 mile

is because auto manufacturers
neither see a demand from the
American public nor a require-
ment from the American govern-
ment to modify the overall effi-
ciency of their products.

Since the most frequently pur-
chased American automobile —

“the yellow fleet,” our plan
was to memorialize the status
of bicycles on campus. As an
organization, our main focus
lies in reprioritizing trans-
portation standards within
the local community,

What you may not know

Most of us will purchase an
automobile in our lives. In
doing so, it is our responsibility
to future generations, the earth
and ourselves to choose the
most efficient options.

SUVs — are also the most
notoriously fuel ineffi-
cient, data appears to indi

cate that most Americans
do not value fuel economy
over image. The lure ol
driving a rugged yet stylish
recreational vehicle entices

about Environmental Quality
(EQ) is that serious issues do
indeed lurk behind our seemingly
“sensationalistic” agenda.

[n a Nov. 24 opinions piece for
The New York Times, Robert F.
Kennedy Jr. pleas the case for an
increase in American fuel econo-
my standards. In doing so, he rais-
es several key points relating fuel
efficiency, oil conservation and

per gallon increase would elimi-
nate the United States’ need to
import any oil from the Middle
East .

Kennedy’s article offers an easy
and practical solution to some of
the most pressing issues on the
national agenda. Why isn’t Detroit
moving rapidly to incorporate
increases in fuel economy, then? It

Midd-kid Katie Samson '02 to make us
proud carrying the Olympic Torch.
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|  Where’s the snow? Our Reef Sandals are
getting stuck in the mud.

Old Storrs Ave. duplex relocated to make
room for new library. Confused residents
wake up with a new backyard.

Weekend’'s Casino Night big hit with
students. One unlucky student lost his
Old Storrs Ave. house.

Compiled by the editors of The Campus

Corrections

In last week’s edition of The Campus, the headline,
“Depression Haunts One in Three Middlebury Students,”
was meant to say that one in three students at the College
visit the Center for Human Counseling and Human Relations |

for personal issues or problems. Not all of those persons are

'suffering from depression.

many. By repeatedly filling
up America’s most popular vehi
cles with gas without a complaint,
the public is essentially granting
permission to Detroit, Congress
and the president to remain stag-
nant on the issue of fuel economy.
The situation is exacerbated by
the power and money of auto and
oil lobbies who operate in their
own self interest.

In attending a meeting of The
Middlebury Multifaith Climate
Change Coalition last week, | was
reminded of the importance of
community organizing. The
group discussed ideas for exclu-
sive “fuel efficient vehicle only”
parking spots in town and a“cam-
paign to save winter in Vermont.”
The overall consensus of the
meeting was that in order to pro-
tect the future of the planet what
needs to change is the American
notion of what makes “a good
car.”

In developing campaigns such
as the yellow bikes and the anti-
SUV,EQ is trying to raise the con-
sciousness of the Middlebury
community. In fostering an envi-
ronment of education, through
modes of action and discourse,
our goal is to suggest wise,
informed decisions.

Most of us will purchase an
automobile at some point in our
lives. In doing so, it is our respon-
sibility to future generations, the
earth and ourselves to choose the
most efficient options. We should
decrease demand for “gas guz-
zlers” by increasing our demand
tor tuel-efficient vehicles. In mak-
ing wise decisions, we need to
establish fuel-ethcient, hybrid and
hydrogen powered vehicles, along
with bicycles, carpools and foot-
steps as the preferred methods of
American transportation.



	EQ 2001-12-05 Page 1
	EQ 2001-12-05 Page 2

