japanese goods
boycotted for
whale carnage

A beyeolt of Japanese profdiecis has
teen cplled by American conservalion
groups toforce the Japanese gorernmeni
to habl tbe conlinung slaughter of whales
by Jnpan's huge whaling (bees

The Jspanese have Ignered @
wnankmous vobe (5300 of the United
Matbons Conference on (he Ervitronment
cafling for & ifen-year meraforium on
whaling. And the Japapsse recenily
refimed bo abide by conseevation rulings
of the International Whaling Commission,
of which Japan |s a member.

*This toda] disregard for international
opimson and the warnings of the WC's
own scientisis keaves copservaliosisis
wilh mo recourse sx0ept akieg sanclions
against the Japamese,” explains Christine
Stevens, head of the Animal Wellare
Inistitute vhick i cosrdinating Lhe baycott
campaign. ' 'Untll the Japansse recognize
iheir reaponsiblily to snve (e whales
rom extimction, Americans shoubd sop
buying Japanese cars, molarcycles,
iebevisions and cameras”’

Supporting the boycoll campaign are
ibe Nattonal Wildlife Fedoration. Friends
of the Earth, Fund lor Animals, En-
vironmenial Action, Defenders of Wildlile
and Environmental Policy Cenber.

Siudent grosps throughout the United
Siates tave abready onlisted in the
boveoll campaign. Furiber indormation
aboul the Save the Whales Campaige can
be oblained by wriling o fhe Animal
Welfare Institute, PO, Box 3630,
Washington, [, 30007

The Uniied Sabes has declared all the
great whalbes 1o be endangered spechea. All
whaling has been bBaneed &nd the im-
poriation of whale products has been
prohitited.

Bal ibhe Japanese and Sowviel whaling
Newts are still decimating the remalsing
whale population. Of am original

popilation of more than 4 million whales,
only a few hundred thousand exist today.
Five species, including the greal blue
whale, the largesd animal in histery, have
beon virtually wiped oul The Large
rernabning berds of fin whales and
whales {the species in “'Moby Dick" ) are
rogidly dwindling under the onslanght of
il whalers

The Japanise whaling Meet b now in thy
Antarcitée, killing husdreds of whales
wach day. I is & savagpe. methodical
warfare againsl the great, gentie
creatieres The whale berds are soughl oud
by airplanes and helicopiers, then are
iracked relentlessly by somar asd radar.
The lumbering, defenseless whales are
pursised by high-speed chaser boals, They
are blown up 0 agoniting death by
gresadi-tipped harpoons, Huge factory
ships then rapidiy process the whiales into
commercial products such & coRmetics,
trarsmilssion el and pe food,

D Harry Libe, who aailed ax a ship's
surgeon, describes the barbaric slaughter
by the whalers: “*The present-day hanting
harpoon s a borrible 1530 pound weapon
earrying an explosive head which bursis
gererally in the whabe's intestines, apd
the sight of one of these creatures gasping
lh:Hm thi T;'let. iowing & 400 ton
cabching vessel by a heavy harpoon
i pitihd, 5o eften an heoar or mﬁ
torbare 8 inflicted before the agony ends
in denth | have experiesced 8 case of [ve
hours and nine harpooss needed to kill one
mother blue whale

“If we could imagine a horse having
bwa of |hfee explodive spears driven inio
i, and ihen made bo drag a beavy bat-
cher's truck while bleed poured over the
roadwayuntil { he animnal collapsed anhous
oF mote Ier, we shoald have some idea
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of whal a whale goes through!’

The Japanese justify their enormous
slaughter of whales (14,477 last year) by
claiming they need the meat to feed their
people. Bul whale meal represents less
than 1% of their protein diet.*"Japan is a
wealthy nation that can readily afford
alternative food sources,” comments
Christine Stevens.

The $100 million Japanese whaling
industry is controlled by the great trading
and manufacturing conglomerates of
Japan. “By hilting their sales in the
United States," Mrs. Stevens explains,
“the Japanese industrialists will
recognize that continuing their whaling
operations is detrimental to the Japanese
economy:’

Secretary of State Henry Kissinger last
fall sharply criticized the Japanese

government’s unwillingness to hall or
even control whaling.In a message to the
Japanese, Kissinger stated:

“sSuch wholesale disregard for the
views of all other | IWC) member nations
with few exceptions leads to several
questions, Why should there be a Com-
mission il its decisions can simply by
ignored? And why should twelve of
fourteen member nations push for im-
provements in the International Whaling
Commission if the progress made can be
destroyed by one or two nations? The
United States Government is extremely
disappointed with the backward step
occasioned by the Japanese objections
and is hopeful that the Japanese
Government will reconsider”’

“The Japanese have reflused to listen to
U.5. appeals, they have flouted in-
ternational opinion, and rejected the
warnings of scientisis thal whales face
extinction unless the slaughter is ended."”
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