panel favors vermont bottle bill

By GINNI JONES

The problemd ol heVermast Badtle BN
wnd poasible polutions were discussed by &
panel spoesored By lhe League of
Waomen Veders on § M in the
Ihley Library. Although ke panel
members are affected by the Gill dif-
ferertly, Usey agreed thal Vermon® should
have o Bottle bHl,  &nd ihat the beki
solution Bo fhedr profldenss @@ the in-
plilution of a ralbenal law requiring
standardised refurnable bobiles

The panel members were: Senator
Artsur Gibb [rom Wevbridge: Jim
Finneras, & Yermont beer distribigios;
Lee Kilkur, & Coca-Cols distributor; Bob
Emdle, owner of Emilbs’s Delcaiessen;
Bl Smitk, oweer of Bud's Markel,
Larry Provost, cener of Larry's Hubshish
Removal: Kate Tayler for ihe Fuiland
League of Womes Volers; and Frank
Winkler, physica profesior ot Mid-
diebury College. Mae Brown, chalirman
of the Leagoe's Environmental Cuaality
Coenmiftes, was lbe panel moderator.

Semlor Gibb described (he curment
leglation, and gave iz history. The
prosent law roguaires a 5 deposil of all
bser and soft drink conlainers. This law
ek rechuced the rosdside Siter, clalmed
Gk, But it bas “made (e grocer inle a
garbage man."" Insiesd of recycling the
cans, they are simply senl (o & landfill
Kilbury added thai for every 100 cans he
senl ol beewns getiing 104 back because
children were digging them out of dumps

Bemater Giblh  dlio described the

Lioyd  Amendmenis which were
deleated by theWermanl Senafe last vear
The Lloyd Amemdments requined siase
redefmpliah centérs, a ban of ip-LoH
canE, and encouraged “eertilied’
relurmable baltls which can be used by
more hon one  mapalecierer, These
certified bodiles would Bave o lower
depomsit than other costainers, Gibb plans
o propose similsr amendrments again (ks
year |6 make the Vermopd bill sinilar i
the Omegon Ball

Jim Finneran stated the objectives of
e Bt the Bill: Eler reduction, & sodution
@ ibe solid-waste probdem, and energy
and pesource conservalion. Finneran sasd
Bl hese objeciives have not bedn mel,
Alhaagh b sdmbited that the ameant of

Bolile barsers and can cannery discuss discardshles.

road-side litter has decreased, be
saggeated that il v became of an in
creased [ncesilive to pick up litter, not a
decrease in liltering. Fieneran gald that
::-I'll!'rl'rﬂlbl.'l.'l'l ENETEY Conservilson anfy
“to the degres we have goot io & fully
retarrable bottle, '

As a solution o the problems of Lhe
Botile Hill, Finneran suggesied that the
miereaind parlies should mest In &
“reasceable almmphere™ 1o discuss the

objectives and hew o obtain them. He
feehs the isswe has bocome Loo emoléonal;
It & ‘ool of the arena of logic "

Beoby Ermnilo ared Busd Sevibih deseribed the
grocers’ problems with the Beitle Bill
Uk jor difflcubly is Mindéng apace to
slore the Felumed botiles. Emils had to
climinabe srveral brand rame beers in
ander tahave more storage resm. In ik
way, he became less competitive

"becaase we didn’l Bave whal everybody
wanbed, !

Anather probles, according Lo Smith, is
that he sells @ different iypes of Bolties
and cans. As aresuli, if i Siffieuli foe bis
employees o remember which conlainems
can e retunned there, snd ks sometimes
gols containers of brands bo dors mol sell
A rebited problem s people mixieg oul-of-
Elabe boliles wilh Vermeal deposil bol-
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housing projects planned
for midd and vergennes

By HOPE

Two boiming developments geared o
the netds of modersle o low-inoame
families are in the offing for 1wo siies in
Middlsbury snd Vergennes. They sre part
of & sialewide project sponsored by the
Wow England Nos:-Prelil Hoouing
Dvelopmeenl Corporalies with sddibonal
furs from the Department of Housing
anid Leban ks and the Vier-
mand Stnte Housing Authority, The
Middletury and Vergennes projects, plus
b i 56, Alkans  and Newport, will be

Bl by Flanders Lumber and Hauildisg
Suspply

Im Middlsbary. (he 3 hoimis Wil s
bigll 0 Al afeE eear Means Woods ol
Woshisgien Streel EXi#nson Tha
owners of (ke development, called
Pelersmn Heights, plan te afler tbe lown
part of the lasd near b woods, henehy
culting the sige of the ksts required by
lown ordimmnce (rem 2360000 o 19000
iaare et

The need for low-income housing is
sdmitied by members of the Town

Plinnieg Cosfimiiber, There s, however
HETE COROETE over whether the fown's
sewer sysbem i capable of Randling the
ihiry rhpmun: Concerm was also ex
presss] over (B adiguacy of school and
road facibities

These comeerms are Alss apparent
Vergennes, with the Hooth 'Woods project
Ir ackditicn, there o some conbroversy
over whether the developers need
P nrdng Commiseesn agproval under Acl

b of ibe Environmental Law. The szie
camlamund on @ F

axecly sgoud
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bottle ban...
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tles. Since the deposit is not labeled

uniformly on all bottles, distributors do
not have time to check for the deposit
label, and therefore are being “burned’’
Emilo said.

Smith and Emilo agreed that the best
solution to their problems would be a
national standard returnable bottle, used
by all beer and soft drink manufacturers,
Their suggestions for Vermont were lo gel
rid of cans entirely, to lower the deposit
to 2¢ to become more competitive along
border stales, to increase public
awareness, and to limil the hours during
which the store owner mus® redeem
bottles, Another suggestion was (o have
state-run or [ree-enterprise redemplion
centers,

Provos! said that the Bottle Bill has
caused “‘mo problems™ for rubbish

haulers. He believed that  voluntary
recycling would not be successful, and
sugpested recycling at the landfill

Professor Winkler disagreed, saving
that in a rural area, voluntary action is
best. He explained that the wvarious
methods for recycling materials and
energy are only feasible on a large scale.
He said, *'this more or less rules out the
entire state of Vermont,™

Composting is one form of energy
recycling possible for Vermont, but
Winkler quickly added, “the market lor
compost is rather soft,”

Kale Taylor described a wvoluntary
recycling project in Benninglon. This did
not seem to be possible in Rutland,
however. An outside firm will be hired by
Rutland to manage their landfill, with the
condition that 20% of the refuse, by
weight, will be recyeled.
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