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By MAUREEN CROWLEY
News Editor

‘. . .The water pollution pic-
ture is so vast, and its implica-
tions extend to so many as-
pects of the Nation's life, that
each of us tends to see clearly
only that portion which is visi-
ble through his own particular
window,” remarked Dr. LeRoy
E. Burney, then Surgeon Gener-
al, Public Health Service, in
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ive Thirties:

It With You’

never as bitter as Odets, never
as poetic as Maxwell Anderson
or O'Neill,
Carried to a
sion, however,

logical conclu-
this contrast be-
comes hopelessly misleading,
beceause this would be to judge
Kaufman on the wrong terms.
His milieu was comedy and
laughter. Kaufman hated the si-
lence and pauses in straight
drama; he even disliked the
music in musical comedies. Irv.
ing Berlin remembered the most
horrifying experience was to
have Kaufman walk out of the
theatre when the music started
in a musical, only to return
once the dialogue began (of
course, Kaufman remembered
in horror Berlin's walking out
when the dialogue started).
Kaufman loved laughter and he
loved to hear people laugh.

What is surprising is that this
burst of comedy should have
come in the midst of the Depres-
sion. It has not always been the
case that in times of ‘lean dayg
and hungry nights'’ there is op-
portunity for laughter. Kaufman
could provide that opportunity
and so could Aristophanes in a
play such as ‘“The Birds" (to be
presented May 13 and 14 by the
Middlebury ICollege Players)
which was performed during the
days when Athens was fighting
for its survival; but those two
names just about exhaust the
list. Each created a place in the
national consciousness of his
time for laughter, despite an
environment that seemed too
disheartening for humor.

In the sixties we have seen
social objectiong raised in pro-
test works sach as “Viet Rock”
or in the violent actions of ‘‘an-
gry young men.”’ In the thirties
it was Odets and the Group
Theatre. In Athens it was Eu-
ripedes. By comparison a play-
wright such as Kaufman may
appear trite, perhaps even flip-
pant. Well, Kaufman never pre-
tended to be an “intellectual.”

(Continued on Page 8)

addressing the National Confer-
ence on Water Pollution in
Washington, D. C. in 1960.

Here the window fronts on Ot-
ter Creek, the longest river in
Vermont, which originates in
the Dorset area and flows north
75 miles into Lake Champlain
at Ferrisburg. In past years,
Middlebury, along with Rut-
land, Proctor, Pittsford, Bran-
don, Vergennesi and smaller
riparian communities simply
pulled the shades on a situation
which they had helped to cre-
ate.

More recently public disgust,
private initiative, and fedenral
and state legislative promptingsg
have served in forcing these
communities to face the pollut.
ed landscape. Each has taken
positive, if inadequate, steps
toward coping with the problem,

Paying the Debt

For decades the same towns
which owed their origin and sub-
sequent industrial growth large-
ly to this New England stream
acknowledged the debt by pour-
ing raw sewage into Otter
Creek. With contributions pick-
ed up from Rutland (Pop. 20,-
000) to Proctor (2000) to Pitts-
ford (2200) to Brandon (3400)
to Middlebury (5400) to Ver-
gennes (2000) the stream was
unable to recuperate through
so-called ‘‘self-purification.”

Five years ago, when the
towns were ordered to come
up to newly adopted standards
of quality for intrastate waters,
several had already begun sew-
age treatment plants, although
none were completed.

Since that time all the major
polluters of the stream have in
effect completed treatment fa-
cilities, the latest to comply be-
ing Middlebury's Water Pol-
lution Control Center.

Yet the ‘‘tell-tale yellow’” of
a once-sparkling New England
stream Dbelies the visions of
improvement, and in the wordg
of Gordon St. Peter, operator

Otter Creek shoreline. Pollution has made the Creek more
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a peril from disease than drowning.

Rutland sewage treat-
ment plant, “It will be a long
time before people have the
courage to fish there again.”
Middlebury's treatment plant
reflectg one of the reasons for
this all-too-apparent lack of
improvement. The plant provid-
es for primary treatment only
of raw sewage, as do most of
the plants along the stream.
‘Accordings’ Not In Accord
According to Town Manager
R. W. Emerick, the plant re-
moves 90 to 95 percent of solids,
which are then decomposed
through a process of bacteriolo-
gical digestion, and the remain-
ing water is chlorinated before
it enters the creek. According
to Middlebury plant operator Lu-
cius Shaw, ichlorination of, the
water has been stopped becaase
it was not ‘‘thought nesessary.”
According to the January, 1967,
edition of Scientist and Citizen,
primary sewage treatment ‘‘is
strictly physical treatment for
the removal of suspended solids
primary treatment re-
moves 35 percent of golid fecal
material from raw sewage.”
Falling Short
Not a little discrepancy ig ap-
parent in these three state-
ments. Whatever the statistics

of the

may show to be the worth of
this primary treatment, a visit
to the Middlebury plant and 20-
20 vision are @ll that is neces-
sary to realize that large vol-
umes of crap are still being
pumped into the creek.
Multiplied by the number of
towns with primary treatment
plants, those smaller commu-
nities with no treatment plants,
an incalcalable number of sin-
gle-user sewer lines emptying in-

o The Blinds

to the creek, side-effects from
riversbank garbage dumps and
incidental beer-can tossers and
the like, the Middlebury situa-
tion indicates that the danger
to one falling in the creek is
greater from disease than from
drowning.
Steps Forward

These conditions do not mean
that this area is especially short-
sighted. The New England River
Basins Commisson was the first
to be formed under the 1965 Wa-
ter Resources Planning Act. Sen-
ator Aiken was one of the
prime movers for the 1954
Small Watersheds Act. The
New York-Vermont [Interstate
Commission on the Lake Cham.
plain Basin (INCOCHAMP) has
concerned itself with pollution
problems for over 17 years. The
Vermont State Water Resourc-
es Board has been given the po-
wer of eminent domain, Techno-
logical problems encountered by
sewage plant supervisors and
operators will be the concern
of a newly formed Green Moun-
tain Water Pollution Control As-
sociation.

There is a forward-
(Continued on Page T)

Entrance to pipe returning ‘‘purified”’ water to the Creek.
White specks are detergent and scum.

All The News You Can Manage

“The making of the ijllu-
sions which flood our experi-
ence has become the busi-
ness of America, some of its
most h t, most
essary, and respectable
business. Multiplication of
forms and improvements of
technology inevitably make
all experience a commodity.
The story of the making of
our illusions — ‘the news
behind the news’ — has be-
come the most appealing
news of the day. We need
not be theologians to see
that we have shifted the
responsibility for making
the world interesting from
God to the newspaperman.’”
—Daniel Boorstein, histor-
ian, from The Image, 1961.
The term *“illusion’’ in refer-
ence to what we normally call
‘“facts,”’ or ‘‘events,” or ‘“‘news’’
is confusing. But the fascination
of ‘‘news management’’ to pub-
lic, press, and government is
one indication of the growing
impact and pervasiveness of
mass-produced mass experience.
If we are inevitably entering the
‘“‘Age of McLuhan,” then the in-
tegrity of our media should
rightly be an abiding public
concern.

Even the issue of ‘‘news man-

agement’’ ig but a part of the
question. As Joseph Kraft, the
columnist, asserted in Harper's,
the conflict over ‘“‘management’’
takes fuel from ‘‘the popular
myth, held by both press and
government, that news is some-
thing that really exists,”” some-
thing both tangible and passive,
merely fit to print, ‘‘instead of
being shaped and put out for
‘‘the eye of the beholder.” Fur-
thermore, the government and
press have developed an ‘‘affi-
nity of structure” and interest,
as both government and report-
ing functions have become in-
creasingly professionalized.
Yet, if the media and govern-
ment find themselves to be coz-
ier than ever structurally, the
Middlebury Conference revealed
that they both cherish a public
image of mutual independence.
The Conference raised complex
problems: Government manipu-
lation of the sources and con-
duits of public information, and
the implications of this for a
free press in a free society; the
effect of mass media news on
public understanding; whether
the government can ‘‘stage’” a
news event as it seeg fit by the
selective release of information;
whether the denial of access to
certain information is deliberate

‘‘news management,’”’ bureau-
cratic arrogance, or ‘‘in the in-
terests of national security.”

Unfortunately, the Conference
often seemed torn between a
narrow discussion of news man-
agement as related to Vietnam
and a view of news production
as an institutional feature of
modern America. This led to
debate over the almost inter-
changeable details of particular
‘‘credibility gaps’’ with too little
speculation on whether these in-
cidents indicate a pattern of
government behavior.

The focus of interest seemed
to be in the division of labor be-
tween the press and the govern-
ment as they both work to in-
form the people.

Information IS Power

Arthur W. Sylvester, former
Assistant Secretary of Defense
for Public Affairs, 196141967,
propounded the notion that “in-
formation is power.’’ Informa-
tion makes news, in its imme-
diacy. And “The man with the
most facts and understanding of
the interrelation of factg has
power.”” Because the Govern-
ment is ‘‘your government, an
instrument of the people,” Mr.
Sylvester implied that its ‘‘pow-
er” was always employed in the
public interest.

There is much ambiguity
here. We could read Mr. Syl-
vester's thesis as an assertion
that the power to rule thig coun-
try is, or has been, conferred as
an inherent right to those hold-
ing the most information, the
experts. Or he could be making
the self-evident statement that
those institutions having access
to and control of facts are the
most powerful. Notably, he
seemg to have a strong techno-
logical attitude about informae
tion and its uses.

The Right To Lie

Mr. Sylvester went on to exe
plain his controversial ‘‘right to
lie'" statement, made about the
Cuban Missile Crisis. Because
the use of the power of news
‘‘holds off"’ the violent uses of
power, there are timeg when
the government has ‘‘the duty
and right to mislead and lie to
deceive an enemy.’”’ Mr. Sylves-
ter admitted that he preferred
the ‘‘right to hedge'’ as a more
accurate and less shocking defi-
nition of this right. But, as a
consequence of the decision
making process, ‘‘you can't op-
erate in a goldfish bowl.”

The Loyal Opposition

-According to Mr. Sylvester, a
newsman since 1924, there is a

Continued on Page 8)
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Conf: The Right To Lie

«Cont. from Editorial Secticn)
“built-in and correct conflict’ |
between newsmen and the gov-
ernment. Newsmen can't e)qrpect1
the government to acknowledge |
all actions taken in the ‘“‘nation. |
al self-interest,” because it is|
their job to search out certain
facts on their own. Since the
government basically emits
“‘truthful information,” the news
media are the predominant and
“‘inherent” news managers.

Mr. Sylvester contends that
the management potential of the
media hag grown as advertis-
ing has taken precedence over
news space. The first function
of a paper is to make money,
not to be a guarantor of the

‘‘public’s right to know.” Fur-
thermore, with complex de-
mands on our time, the percen-
tage of time spent informing
ourselves is declining. Another
trend, according to Mr. Sylves-
ter, is that the media are rely-
ing more on the government to
do their job.

The Informed Public

James Reston of the New
York Times has said of the
ironies of the mass media:
“Never have reporters and
commentators reached so many
people in America with their
news and views as they do now,
or had so little power to influ-
ence the direction of the nation's
foreign policy.”” Mr. Sylvester,
however, seems to take a con-
trary view of the informed pub-
lic. Although it is hard to tell
the temper of the country from
Washington, he said, he tried
to search it out, for he has
‘“never been cynical about the
American people.”

Mr. Sylvester allowed that,
sorne of the audience questions
at

Middlebury had indicated |
‘‘assumptions without tacts."l
IConcerning the civilian casualty)
controversy in North Vietnam, |
Mr. Sylvester pointed out that |
‘‘air-power enthusiasts’” had
‘“‘brainwashed” us into believ-
ing that there is pinpoint bomb-‘
ing. Yet, ‘“‘without question civi-
lian areas have been hit.” Al-|
though the technicalities of
lbombing could have been moret
emphasized by the Department
of Defense, Mr, Sylvester feels
that this ‘‘should have been self-
evident.”

Unfortunately, Mr. Sylvester’'s

|

| technique of dealing with each

alleged case of news manipula-
tion as mere confusion of facts
among the informed public beg-
ged the question of how govern-
ment purveyance of information
shapes and directs public under-
standing. During the Bay of
Pigs Invasion of Cuba the Ad-
ministration quietly requested
The New York Times to defer
a certain story of the invasion.
President Kennedy later admit-
ted to the editor of the Times,
that, had they printed the story
at their own discretion, he
would have probably called-off
the entire disastrous Invasion.
How many other ‘‘Bay of Pigs”
situations have there been,
when our government lacked the
courage or grace to confess the
fallibility of its informed ac-
tion?

It seems possible, then, to
imagine a government ‘‘commit-
ment”’ as sovereign in itself
even though ill-conceived, be-
cause it has not been required
to face a full public examina-
tion. If we follow Mr. Sylvester's
“information is power'’ rhetoric
too far, we may discover the
bleak conclusion that the govern-
ment always makes the best
decisions, because by definition,
it knows best.

Otter Creek

(Continued from Page J5)
looking regional planning pro-
gram in Addison County, and
the Otter Creek Watershed Asso-
ciation has spurred public inter-
est in the clearing-up of pollu-
tion with their projection of a
Canoe Trail along the Creek, an
idea since taken up by the Ot-
ter Creek Soil and Water Con-
servation District. The League
of Women Voters has long
been active in promoting the

fcorrect use of water resources

in this area. The Middlebury
Chamber of Commerce, the
Vermont Campers Association,
area Boy Scouts, and county
extension services make up oth-
er interest groups.
Confusion
The proliferation of groups
concerned with water resources,
especially those with govern-

(Continuea on Page 9)
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Main St. Mobil Station
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To The Editor.. .‘

(Cont. from EKaitorial Secticn)
To the editor:

We would like to take this op-
portunity to congratulate the ed- |
itors and staff of THE BLUE
BABOON for their latest and
most successful edition, ‘“A Re-
commendation and Report to
the President of Middlebury
College by the Ad Hoc Com-
mittee on Student Life."” Rarely
has a student humor maga-
zine been able to achieve a sa-
tiric work of such sustained ex-
cellence. The findings and re-
commendations of the commit-
tee kept us in stitches through-
out,

The aura of reality surround-
ing the work almost convinces
the most sophisticated of read-
ers that there actually does
exist such a committee at Mid-
dlebury.

It is indeed encouraging to
find in the Middlebury educa-
tional evironment such a strong
ly individual and ingenious out-
burst against the mindless ten-
dency in our increasingly bu-
reaucratic society to seek ‘The
committee solution.’

The pamphlet, which opens
with a bang with recommenda-
tions of the committee contin-
ues to build inexorably towards
its climax in the brilliant de-
scription of the satellite social
dining plan, a minor tour de
force reminiscent of Swift's “A
Modest Proposal.”

We can only admire the au-
thor's restraint in dealing with
satellite concept which would
seem to lend itself to endless
exploitation.

Tt is only after several read-
ings that the laughter dies aw-
ay and the perceptive reader
is able to discern beneath the
author’s satiric stance his moral
kinship with Dostoyevsky and
Tonesco who saw 0 deeply into
the predicament of the indivi-
dual and his struggle against
the dehumanizing dtyranny of
our modern bourgeois planners.

Joseph P, McLaughlin
Class of 1965, Independent
Paul A. Witteman

Class of 1965, Delta Upsilon

Armstrong Announces Faculty

Promotions For Thirteen Here

Promotion of 13 members of
the Middlebury College faculty,
including five to full professor,
was announced today by Dr.
James I. Armstrong, Middle-
bury president.

Raised to professor were Dr.
Albert H. Ewell, Jr., chairman
of the Psychology Department,
Dr. Walter A. Moyer, Jr., Che-
mistry; Dr. E. Kirk Roberts,
Chemistry; Dr. Harris E. Thur-
ber, chairman of the Political
Science Department, and Chap-
lain Charles P. Scott, chairman
of the Religion Department,

Dr. Ewell is a graduate of
Haverford.

He became an asst. prof. at
Middlebury in 1955 was named
chairman of the department
the following year, and was ad-
vanced to associate professor in
1961.

A graduate of the Philadel-
phia College of Pharmacy and
Science in 1943, Dr. Moyer re-
ceived his master's degree in

Chemistry from Middlebury and
his Ph, D. at the University of
Delaware,

Dr. Roberts is a 1941 gradu-
ate of Earlham College. He re-
ceived his Ph.D. from Harvard
University where he served as
a teaching fellow before com-
ing to Middlebury in 1952 as an
instructor. He was named as-
sistant professor in 1955 and
raised to associate in 1961,

Chaplain Scott is a 1943 gra-
duate of Ohio State University.

He was asst. minister of the
Washington Park [Presbyterian
Church in Milwaukee, Wisc., 2
years before coming to Middle-
bury in 1951 as Chaplain and
Instructor in Religion.

Dr. Thurber is a 1943 gra-
duate of the University of Ver-
mont.

He first joined the Middle-
bury faculty as Instructor of
Political Scietce in 1947, left to
obtain his doctorate, and re-
turned in 1951.

STILL THE BEST

Fountain Service
Steaks — Chops — Seafood

SMITH’S PARK RESTAURANT

We Are Now Open 7 Days A Week

Middlebury

BEN FRANKLIN

YOUR COMPLETE
VARIETY STORE

Next to the Campus Theater

Vermont

Send Easter Flowers NOW!I

C. G. COLE & SON, florists

Tel. 4381

WE ARE OPEN 7:00 A.M.
EXCEPT 9 A.M.—12 P.M. ON SUNDAY

12 P.M. ALL WEEK
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Creek,

(Continued From Page 7
mental jurisdiction, itself poses
a problem, however,

In an address to a 1966 ses-
sion of INCOCHAMP, Justin
Brande, Cornwall farmer who
was a past activist in the Otter
Creek Watershed Association
and is now head of the Vermont
Natural Resourceg Council, not-
ed that ‘* ‘planning coordination’
often sounds like a babel of con-
fusion made up of suffocating
voices with paper-rustling . . .
in natural resource planning, in
our watershed we have two lev-
els of forestry officials, plus
fish and game people, soil con-
servation experts as well as the
Army Corps of Engineers, all
with some jurisdiction but with-
out any apparent coordination
of programs.’’

Arbitrary Divisions

In an interview with the
Campus, Brande cited the arti-
ficial barriers to solving natur-
al resources problems. Pollution
problems in the Lake Cham-
plain Basin, for example, con-
cern not only the communities
around its banks, but those
along pollution-contributing ri-
vers and streams, the states of
Vermont and New York, the
federal government and Canada.
*‘Political divisions are anathe-
ma to nature,’” Brande points
out.

He recommends dealing with
watershed management on the
local level through a study of
recreation, water supply and
waste disposal at the town and
village level in relation to the
bigger regional concepts. A pre-
requisite to this localization of
authority, he emphasizes, would
be the awakening of local citi-
zens to the need for protection
of their water suppiies “for car-
rent consumption as well as for
future generations.”

No Such Thing

A crying need for public re-
education, points out Brande, is
manifested in the very idea of
waste disposal.

‘“Waste is a figment of man’s

imagination,”” he says. Man
seriously disturbs natural cy-
clical processes which left

alone wou'd normally admit of
no ‘‘waste.”
Athelstan Spilhaus,
of geophysics at the University
of Minnesota and chairman of
the Committee on Pollution of
the National Academy of Sci-
ence-National Research Council,
puts it another way. There is a
pressing need to
our economy, which is based on

EASTER N
CARDS ||

for March 26
Easter is early this year.
Hop right down for
the best selection in town.

Vermont Drug, inc
THE REXALL STORE

388-4977

-

“Tell-Tale

professor |-

‘“‘reconsider |

44 Main St. I

the fallacious idea that there is
sach a thing as a consumer. I
believe that we can have a vi-
able economy under private en-
terprise which regards what we
presently call a consumer a
user, and that after use, mater-

ials left over are collected, dis-|isms in its plea for a saner pol-
|
assembled, and put back in the icy of utilizing natural resour-

cycle of manufacture
to re - use. Some economists
see no need for this because
they argue from the resource
availability standpoint that if
we run out of one material, we
can always invent a substitute.
This is beside the point. We can
invent plastic substitutes for
metals and such-like, but we
cannot re-invent the natural di-
versity that is the beauty of an
unspoiled environment.”

A Delicate Balance

This delicate cyclical balance
of unspoiled environments has
been seriously tampered with
by man. Some results are all
too familiar.

In Long Island, housing deve-
lopment dwellers have drawn
glasses of tap water with foam-
ing detergent heads. Lake Mi-
chigan abounds with closed-
down beaches. Lake Texoma
has suffered from saltwater
seepage from oil wells. Lake
Tahoe, long known for its crys-
tal clear water, has witnessed
the insidioug invasion of algae,
a sure sign of pollution. The
Mississippi has been described
as the central sewer pipe of a
nation. And on and on ., .

Potential Wastelands

If some effects of pollution
are readily apparent to the nak- |

ed eye, however, more subtle
effects defy estimation.

Lovely Margaret Smith
Blouses and Matching Handbags.

at the

COLLEGE TOWN SHOP

Yellow”

|
|
I

“«Re-'lare not factors.

- 30 days paid vacation per year.

e o o
storing the Quality of Our En-

vironment,”” a 1965 report by |

the Environmental Pollution
Panel of the President's Sci-
ence Advisory Committee, em-

phasizes in simple language the
interdependence of living organ-

ces:

*Obviously man cannot live
alone in a biological desert . . .
man must reckon with the fact
that, just as he depends on an
assortment of renewable re-
sources which are directly use-
ful to him, so also do all other
species depend on their own as-
sortments . . the species of,
plants and animals which man
depends upon indirectly are
very many times more numer-
ous than those which he uses
directly. Altogether they consti-
tute man’s environment. No one
is independent of this, not only
if he lives on a farm in the
country, but even if he spends
his entire life in a city of con-
crete and glass and buys all hig
food at the corner supermarket.
Any one of us is likely to be
more or less affected when pol-
lution defiles a habitat, even
one we have never seen.”

Possibilities

In some areas pollution has
been so effective a defiler t'hat§
expertg have termed the ruin of
an ecological environment ir-
reversible,

Such is not the case in the
Otter Creek watershed area.
The kinds of water pollution con-
tributors hardest to control (oil
slicks, radioactive and other
chemical and industrial wastes)

| be

Rather th roblem seems
S Mo Tryouts for Aristophanes’

comedy The Birds will be
held tomorrow and Monday,
from 3:30 to 6 p.m. in the
lounge of Wright Memorial
Theater.

Call-backs and further try-

depend for solution on advanced

methods of sewage treatment.

Eventually municipalities will
expected to upgrade pres-
ent primary treatment plants

to secondary (including biolo-

gical treatment) and tertiary | 0uts will take place Tuesday.
(required for making pollated March 21, from 1 to 3:30
water potable) stages by in- | pom. in the Theater auditor-
creasingly stringent state and | lum.

Scripts are now available
at the Theater box office.

federal regulations.

Legislative actions on pollu-
tion, however, are notably cor-
rective in nature rather than
preventative, Important baby
stepg have already been taken
here to correct an alarming sit-
uation. What might be hoped
for is a locally-initiated giant
step.

Have Your Car Serviced at
PROVONCHA’S
ESSO STATION

“MOOSE” PROVONCHA,
PROP.

Thanks From

ALIBI

For Your Business

Please Keep Coming!

THE DOG TEAM

Serves

By Reservation Only
On Easter Sunday

Jom

PARIS..

Pan Am as a

Alrline Stewardess

.LONDON ... ROME ... TOKYO

If these world Capitals sound mwitling to you
why not join the big wide wonderful world of

w‘v».ﬂ;’

& n”fi .

me as an

Flight Stewardess.

: PAN AMERICAN AlRWAYS needs glrls to fly to Europe, Latin
America, Africa, and the Far East. Must be single, age 21 thru |
26; height 5’3"’ to 5'9’’;

~ tioned; attractive,

- Excellent Salary. Many other benefits including 350% discount vacation travel,

Immediate assignment te overseas

Stewardesses will be based in New York, San Francisco, Seattle, Muml,
Houston, Washington, D. C., Chicago.

You should apply only if you meet the above qualifications.
Interviews at Middlebury College will be conducted on March 23, 1967.
Sign up at the Placement Office Now.

' PAN AMERICAN

WORLD'S MOST. EXPERIENCED AIRLINE

weight

110 to 140 pounds; wel propor-
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